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XRPX Acc No: N97-111034 
Stent for placement within lumens of body e.g. in blood 
vessels - comprises expandable cells arranged circumferential ly about 
stent and with cells having at least one metal bridge 

Patent Assignee: ETHICON INC (ETHI ) 

Inventor: MIKSZA A S 

Number of Countries: 021 Number of Patents: 004 
Patent Fami ly : 

Patent No Kind Date Appl icat No Kind Date Main IPC Week 
EP 758541 A1 19970219 EP 96305942 A 19960814 A61F-002/06 199713 B 
AU 9662073 A 19970220 AU 9662073 A 19960813 A61M-029/00 199716 
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CA 2183216 A 19970216 CA 2183216 A 19960813 A61F-002/06 199725 
Priority Applications (No Type Date): US 95515344 A 19950815 
Language, Pages: EP 758541 (E, 8); JP 9056824 (4) 
Abstract (Basic): EP 758541 A 



The stent comprises a number of expandable cells, the cells 
arranged ci rcumferential ly about the stent so that the stent when in an 
unexpanded condition has a generally cylindrical construction. The 
expandable cell contains at least one metal bridge in at least one of 
the circumferential arrangement of the cells, the bridge initially 
arranged in a folded condition in said stent. When the cells expand, 
the bridge lengthens to a generally straight configuration, such that 
the straightened bridge forms an arc of a circle about the expanded 
cyl indr ical stent. 

There are a number of bridges arranged circumferential ly in the 
stent, and the straightened bridges forming a continuous ring around 
the stent cyl inder. 

ADVANTAGE - Increased hoop strength, allowing use in lumens where 
there are relatively high forces acting around circumference of the 
stent. 
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